Fact sheet
Waste-to-Energy

Highlighting the key benefits of Waste-to-Energy (WtE) as a circular,
low-carbon and low-polluting waste management option.

Waste-to-Energy for a clean circular economy

i Waste-to-Energy treats residual waste:

= waste that cannot be recycled, ensuring a
clean recycling stream and recovering energy
for homes, offices and industry.

Together with waste prevention, reuse and
recycling, Waste-to-Energy contributes
towards the achievement of zero landfills in
Europe.

As recognised in the Reflection Paper
towards a Sustainable Europe by 2030,
published in 2019, Waste-to-Energy is part of
the Circular Economy Action Plan set up by
the European Commission.

Recycling and Waste-to-Energy lead EU municipal waste treatment
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ESWET:

4 Reasons to Support
Waste-to-Energy

Clean energy production Climate change mitigation

The diversion of waste from landfills to
Waste-to-Energy plants prevents the
production of methane (CH,) emissions,
which is up to 86 times more potent than
carbon dioxide (CO,) over a 20-year period.

Also, Waste-to-Energy produces about
39 TWh of electricity and 90 TWh of heat,
thereby saving up to 50 million tonnes of
emissions of CO, that would otherwise be
emitted by extracted fossil fuels.

Finally, metals and minerals recycled from
Waste-to-Energy processes prevent the
unnecessary extraction of primary raw
materials and the fuels needed for their
extraction.

Low emissions .

Recovery of materials

Ashes and residues resulting from the
combustion process of Waste-to-Energy
plants are more and more channelled into
recycling processes.

The reycled metals and minerals can be
used for several purposes, such as road
construction materials, additives to cement
raw materials, in concrete manufacturing,
etc.
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